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“IMPROVING STATUS OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN INDIA”

AN EVENING WITH THREE WOMEN LEADERS
Tuesday, July 29, 2008
Palo Alto, CA – Indians for Collective Action (ICA) in association with The Global Women’s Leadership Network, Santa Clara University, invite you to meet three dynamic women leaders from India on Tuesday, July 29 between 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm, at the India Community Center in Milpitas. The three women, Suchitra Rao, Sunisha Ahuja and Sandhya Puchalpalli will lead a discussion, “Improving the Status of Women and Girls in India” and share their insights on how education can transform women’s rights and ultimately their lives.

Suchitra Rao is the first Fellow of ICA’s Leadership Program and works with youth, especially girls who are disenfranchised and powerless with minimal access and opportunities for education and vocational training. Sunisha Ahuja directs literacy programs through Room to Read, a project that emphasizes education as an important tool in breaking the cycle of poverty and exploitation. Sandhya Puchalpalli’s Arti Home educates and houses 82 children. She sees education as a way of making women and girls financially and socially independent, and fostering a society where no girl child is unwanted.

All three of these women are participating in the leadership-training program offered by Global Women’s Leadership Network at Santa Clara University. “This program was started with the intention of supporting leadership development in NGOs as well as to help expand the global network of emerging leaders who make a difference for the long term” says Lata Patil, ICA board member and a graduate of the program. 

Established in 1968, ICA is a San Francisco Bay Area nonprofit group, working on behalf of India’s poor. With the vision of securing life for every Indian in a sustainable environment and a just society, ICA provide seed funding, ongoing financial resources, and technical support to innovative, community-based development initiatives. The Leadership Fellows Program was established by ICA this year to focus on training future leaders in India-based nonprofits. Scholarships will be given yearly for selected fellows to attend short-term formalized leadership training sessions offered by institutions in the San Francisco Bay Area.
The Indian Community Center is located at 525 Los Coches St. The event is free to all. Please RSVP by July 25 to Lata Patil at lata@hotmail.com or Bhupen Mehta at bhupenmehta@yahoo.com. For more information, call 650-941-4133.
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